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“TO WHOM SHALL WE GO *® OR, THE CHURCH MEMBER IN DOUBT 
AND DISTRESS. 


“From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. 
Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter answered 
him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life."—John vi. 66-68. 


Tue text sets before us two classes of men, and the different 
decisions which they formed in regard to an adherence to the 
person and precepts of Jesus Christ. 

There comes a time in the moral history of every individual, 
when a determinate decision is to be formed, either to separate 
himself from Christ, walking no more with him, or to apply to 
him more earnestly, cleave to him more closely as the soul’s Re- 
deemer. Happy are those who, when the hour of temptation 
comes, and the question is urged, “ Will ye also go away?” can 
honestly answer as did Peter, “ Lord, to whom shall we go? thou 
hast the words of eternal life.” 

There is a class of persons who are seldom or never made the 
subjects of direct address and appropriate instruction from the 
sacred desk. It consists of those within the enclosures of the 
church who have come to an intelligent conviction that they have 
neither part nor lot in the kingdom of Christ. We do not remem- 
ber to have heard a single discourse which was suited to the 
condition of such. No treatise with which we are acquainted 
addresses such exclusively, and furnishes them with that infor- 
mation which is specially appropriate to their case. Often do 
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the ministers of religion insist on the danger of self-deception, 
and paint, as do the Scriptures, the fearful doom of the hypo- 
crite. Frequently do they exhibit the tests of Christian charac- 
ter, and unfold the rules and evidences by which any man may 
pronounce upon his pretensions to the Christian name. But the 
persons of whom we now speak are by no means self-deceived, 
neither are they acting the part of hypocrisy. By the employ- 
ment of those very tests with which they are furnished, have 
they been led to decide unfavorably concerning themselves. 
They write gloomy things against themselves. They have come 
to feel that they are not, and never were true Christians. They 
have abandoned their hope. They are not a little disheartened 
because of their condition. They know not what to do. 

When men of the world who have never professed to be any 
thing besides are addressed, they feel that their own state differs 
from such in many material points. They are already within 
the church. They are reputed to be Christians. At times they 
may be ready to wish that they were out of the church, occupy- 
ing the same place which they did before they entered it. They 
are inclined to think that it would be better for themselves if it 
could be so. But now that they are already known as the pro- 
fessed disciples of Christ, many things combine to perplex them 
concerning the course which it would be proper for them to 
pursue. Shall they publicly confess that they are strangers to 
religion? Shall they withdraw from the church, erase their 
names from its records, and hereafter neglect its ordinances? 
This they fear to do, though at times they are almost forced to 
the act. Shall they remain as they are; pass through the forms 
of religion with conscience against them; organize their lives 
on the general principle of a reputable morality, and for the rest 
abide the issue? Their condition demands our profound con- 
cern. Ifthe truth were known, many more would be found in 
this state than we have ever imagined. 

To such as are ready to admit that they belong to this descrip- 
tion of persons, I would say, 

1. In the first place, look diligently, cautiously, intelligently 
into the reasons which lead you to such a decision. Is it with 
good reason, or otherwise, that you so judge in reference to your- 
self? It is possible that you are mistaken in your judgment, and 
need only to be corrected. Perhaps your gloomy opinion may 
be the result of a constitutional cautiousness of mind, or impro- 
per conceptions of the gospel of Christ, or depression of the ani- 
mal spirits in consequence of bodily infirmity, disease, or other 
cause. The mere absence of all hope does not render it certain 
that you have no good ground to hope. There may be the very 
best evidence of Christian character where there is no happy 
hope, just as truly as there may be a confident hope where there 
are no evidences to justify it. Doubts concerning one’s own 
piety often indicate a healthy condition of the conscience. They 
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imply anxiety and discrimination, and a desire to know the 
truth ; and when compared with their opposite, a self-confident 
and presumptuous habit, are infinitely to be preferred. Great 
sensibility to pain is not the most dangerous symptom in disease. 

A deep feeling of unworthiness is no evidence that you are not 
in your right place. You are mistaken if you suppose that any 
other feeling is becoming in one who hopes to be saved only by 
the mercy.of Jesus Christ. You may possess the most profound 
sense of your personal unworthiness, and be ready to admit that 
all others are better than you; that there is no one more unde- 
serving the privilege of being admitted to Christian ordinances: 
this feeling may be daily deepening and extending, and of itself 
presents no good reasons which should debar you from the table 


of Christ. You have been subject to great misapprehension, if 


you have ever supposed that you should feel otherwise, or have 
wished to feel otherwise ; for no other feeling is becoming in 
one who trusts in the cross of Christ. 

It may be, therefore, when better informed on these points, 
and exercising a more impartial discrimination, that you will 
find much reason to hope on your own account. On the other 
hand, if it be true that upon an intelligent survey of the evi- 
dences of Christian character; after making all possible allow- 
ances and exceptions in your favor, which a sound and pious 
judgment will permit; after the most careful and honest scru- 
tiny into the motives and emotions of your heart, you come to 
the rational conviction that you have never been renewed by the 
Spirit of God; then to you I say, 

2. Be grateful to God that your eyes have been opened to see 
your true condition before it was too late. This is a mercy 
which few appreciate. We have reason to believe that of those 
who enter the church on earth with hearts deceived and un- 
changed, few are ever brought to true and saving repentance. 
We think we see many reasons why it must beso. Many in- 
fluences there are, whose natural effect is to perpetuate that de- 
lusion and confirm that impenitence. There is the manner in 
which that entrance was effected. It was upon examination. 
Those in whose piety and judgment all confidence has been re- 
posed, pronounced favorably upon their qualifications for admis- 
sion to Christian fellowship. These persons were questioned by 
the teachers of religion; the elders of the people looked into 
their experience, and they were ready to welcome them to the 
table of Christ. In consequence of this, it is not to be denied 
that there is a sense of security which is likely to endanger and 
ruin such as were self-deceived, when official judgment was 
thus given in their favor. Deceived they will, on this account, 
be likely to remain. 

There is another influence at work which tends to the same 
result. There is a public separation made between the church 
and the world. It is visible; it is recognized by all the appeals 
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which are made by God’s ambassadors. By a very natural pro- 
cess, there is a corresponding distribution and partition made by 
such persons, each for himself. The professed disciple appropri- 
ates to himself whatever is designed for the consolation and 
blessedness of the people of God. Whatever is said concerning 
the guilt and. danger of impenitence, and the necessity of conver. 
sion, is conducted off from himself to those who are confessed] 

in an impenitent state. Such appeals were not designed for 
him. They were intended for the great body of unbelieving 
men. There is a shield over his heart and conscience, through 
which the arrows of the Lord do not pass. A sense of security 
is generated by this habit, which we have reason to fear is but 
seldom effectually disturbed. Not as likely is he, on this ac- 
count, to apply the truth which is really appropriate to his case. 

Besides all this, there is the certain effect produced upon the 
character by a participation in Christian ordinances, and the 
enjoyment of peculiar privileges. Very solemn it is to sit down 
at the table of Christ. It is a very solemn thing to put to one’s 
lips the cup which symbolizes the blood that was shed for our 
salvation, and to eat of the bread which reminds us of the body 
which was pierced and broken on the cross. What scene more 
impressive, more awful, more tender, more fitted in every way to 
subdue and break the heart, can ever occur in the present life? 
We look in vain for any thing more powerful to affect us than 
this. But what if one participates therein with a heart un- 
changed? Is there not an effect produced upon his character 
which is absolutely fearful? Does he not acquire a power of 
resistance to truth, and love, and motives, which leave us little 
to hope? While his sense of security has been deepening, has 
not his heart really been growing hard proportionably fast? We 
cannot doubt it. We cannot conceal it from ourselves that there 
are reasons why those who are admitted to the number of God’s 
people with hearts deceived and impenitent, will probably con- 
tinue in that state forever. We cannot but tremble when we 
admit the probability, that of those who eat and drink unwor- 
thily, very few are ever awakened and converted. 

Therefore it is that we say to you who have been brought to 
an intelligent conviction, that you have no evidences of conver- 
sion, though in the bosom of the church; that you have reason 
to thank God for his mercy in having dispelled your delusions, 
broken up your security, and brought you to a knowledge of your- 
self. You might have slept on, and deceived yourself as do 
others, till life was all over. The Spirit of God has not desert- 
ed you. You are not given up to believe a lie. God is still 
waiting to be gracious to you; and the proof of it is already be- 
fore you for your encouragement. 

3. It is important for you to understand, in the next place, that 
you cannot retreat to the world. You cannot go back; you can 
not exclude yourself from the church. Upon this point there 
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are many prevalent errors, both of opinion and ice. Many 
who like you have come to the conviction that they never 
knew any thing of true religion, have resolved that they would 
silently withdraw from the communion of the church. They ab- 
sent themselves from the Lord’s table. They perhaps give no 
more attendance on the ordinances of the Lord’s house. Con- 
vinced that they are strangers to piety, they consider this a 
good reason why they should, of their own accord, retire from 
Christian fellowship. 

All such are under a palpable mistake. There are none ap- 
pointed in the Church of Christ to grant permission to any who 
may desire it, to withdraw and return again to the world. No 
man within the church has the right to assume this permission 
for himself. The Scriptures recognize but two ways in which 
any communicant can ever be removed from the church on 
earth. The one is by the direct agency of God himself. Death 
removes one after another, and takes them into eternity. But 
death does not absolve any one from his solemn vows; he transfers 
the true Christian to the church in glory, to abide there forever. 
The other method is by exclusion because of offences. For the 
preservation of her own purity, the continuance of her own in- 
stitutions, as well as the discipline and recovery of her own mem- 
bers, the church has been invested with the power of cutting off 
such as offend and will not be reclaimed. When admonition 
has failed, and all suitable efforts have been frustrated, then is 
the church required, in the name of her great Lord and Head, to 
pronounce such excluded from all Christian rights and privileges. 
Ever after, unless they repent and return, such are to be held as 
heathen men and publicans. Other than the two methods which 
Ihave now described, death by the agency of God himself, and 
exclusion in the manner and for the reasons which have been 
defined by our Lord ‘himself, there is no way of being discon- 
nected from the church of the living God. He is subject to a 
great misapprehension who supposes that he may withdraw at 
his own pleasure. 

For, in the first place, such a withdrawal, if it could be per- 
mitted, would not absolve one from the vows which have al- 
ready been made. Once made, they can never be retracted or 
broken. The language of the church to such as come to the 
Lord’s table is in substance: “Let it be impressed on your 
minds that you have entered into solemn relations which you 
can never renounce, and from which you can never escape. 
Wherever you go, they will be upon you. They will follow you 
to the bar of God; and in whatever world you may be fixed, 
will abide on you to eternity. You can never be again as you 
have been. You have voluntarily, publicly, and unalterably 
committed yourselves, and henceforth you must be the servants 
of God.” There is no retreat, no retirement, no crowd, no cav- 
ern, no island of the sea, no spot in all the creation of God to 
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which you may betake yourself, where the solemnity and obliga- 
_ tion of these vows will not rest upon you. Retrogression, there- 
fore, is not to be thought of for one instant. 

Besides all this, if you are not a Christian now, your obliga- 
tion to be a Christian is not diminished in the least by any change 
in your outward circumstances and relations. You cannot es- 
cape from thatduty. It is omnipresent, like the air you breathe. 
Are not the crowds of living men, heedless, impenitent though 
they be, under obligation to believe and obey from the heart ? 
Does not God lay righteous claim to their services? Ought they 
not to be the disciples of Jesus Christ? Will not their guilt be 
great, and their punishment intolerable, if they refuse? Is it to 
such that you would think of withdrawing? Withdraw from 
what? Not surely from responsibility. Not from the duty to 
be from the heart a believer in Jesus. Had you the wings of 
the morning, you could not fly beyond the reach and jurisdiction 
of this equitable requirement. To retire from the church, even 
if it were permitted, would not lessen your obligations, or lighten 
their pressure, or diminish their solemnity, or absolve you from 
the moral government of God. 

Withdraw from the church! To what would you go? To 
the world again? To the unbelief and heedlessness of impeni- 
tent men? But this is to rush upon a certain destruction. To 
such, nothing remains but a looking-for of judgment which shall 
devour the adversaries. Hope there is none in that quarter. 
Absolutely certain is it, that all such as obey not the gospel of 
God will be visited with tribulation and anguish. To go back, 
is to go back to perdition. There is nothing in a state of unbelief 
which can comfort your heart or illuminate your prospects. To 
go back to the world, is to go back to. infamy and death. Re- 
treat is cut off. Whatever is to be done, we cannot go back, 
unless we have made an agreement with hell, and with death 
are in covenant, and the last hope has gone out, and our resolu- 
tion is formed to meet our inevitable fate in the sullenness of 
despair. It is not so with you. Evident is it, then, that you 
must hope for relief from another quarter; instead of retreat- 
ing, you must advance. You are shut upto ar onward move- 
ment. You can move only in one way. True wisdom it is 
to say, “ Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of 
eternal life.” : 

When convinced of this, the next direction is obvious. 

4. Begin now, begin anew those very acts which are necessary 
to pardon and life, in the case of those who have made no pre- 
tensions to religion. It is a great mistake, into which many 
fall, to suppose that when the hope of forgiveness is once ob- 
tained, then they are no more concerned with that class of 
truths which are addressed to those in an impenitent state. It 
is to be received as a general rule of great practical importance, 
for all to continue to hear and repent and pray, just as if these 
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duties were now required for the first time. There are some 
qualifications and limits to this rule, no doubt, but these are 
such as the fulness of one’s religious experience will readily 
suggest ; but that it is a direction both safe and wise cannot be 
questioned. Edwards, than whom few men have known so 
much of the complexities and varieties of Christian experience, 
insisted much on this rule in his day; and had it always been 
adopted and applied, there would have been less of delusion and . 
disappointment. 

You consider yourself an unconverted man. You are con- 
vinced that you have never experienced a saving faith in Christ. 
Admit it. Be it so, that there is no mistake in your judgment. 
Act now on this conviction. Surely you cannot be in doubt as to 
what you must do. Your past professions, your standing in the 
church cannot change the direction which are addressed to all 
in an impenitent state. Like any other unconverted man, you 
must cry out, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy onme. The 
motives to do this, and to do it speedily, are more numerous and 
pressing in your case than in any other. You must begin at the 
very point where you would begin had you never had a hope 
before. You must open your eyes to behold your own sinful- 
ness. You must be careful that you grieve not the Spirit of 
God which has come to convince you of the truth. You must 
set yourself to rehearse your obligations violated, and sins in- 
dulged. You must bow down, confess, and plead for pardon. 
Oh, repent of thy wickedness ; if you did not go far enough be- 
fore; come now and say, Father, ] have sinned against heaven 
and before thee. If there was some secret thing before which 
prevented you from closing quite with the only Saviour of sin- 
ners, be sure that there is nothing now. If you were only almost 
persuaded to be a Christian before, be altogether persuaded now. 
If you failed of entering the kingdom of God before only by a 
little, be sure that you now enter quite within. If in your first 
approaches to the Master you kept back part of the price, now 
come and give him your all. 1 know of no other terms of sal- 
vation than these. 1| know of no other conditions of return and 
acceptance. ‘These are suited to all the varieties of an impeni- 
tent state. To men of every grade and character, under what- 
ever name they pass, of whatever appearance, the same direc- 
tion is to be given: Repent, and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt besaved. <j 

lam not ignorant of what may be regarded as the peculiari- 
ties of your case; I know what distrust, what difficulty, what 
fear, what agitations of soul you must experience. I know to 


what temptations of the great foe you will be exposed; what 
deceits, what diversion, what delays, what hindrances, he will 
employ with his extremest skill, to prevent your cordial accept- 
ance of pardon. Of these, none will he be so sure to try, as the 


If possible 


fear that in your case pardon will not be granted. 
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he will make you think that your guilt is of such a character 
that you cannot expect to be forgiven. My last direction ac- 
cordingly is, 


‘EE5. Be confident of this, that if you ask for mercy on the same 


terms in which all must plead for it, with a broken heart anda 
contrite spirit, you will be forgiven. It is true, that your sin 
has been very great in having rejected the Saviour so long, and 
under such peculiar circumstances ; but there is no sin which a 
God of infinite mercy cannot forgive, if it be repented of. That 
you could have passed through such privileges, looked upon the 
body and blood of Christ with a heart unsubdued, ungrateful, 
is indeed a great aggravation of your guilt; but there is no de- 
gree or amount of iniquity which atoning blood cannot wash 
away, if the penitent spirit will but ask for its application. To 
eat and drink unworthily is not the unpardonable sin. To take 
of the bread and ofthe cup with a heart deceived and un- 
changed, does not of itself seal one’s damnation. There is no 
sin which cannot be pardoned if it be confessed and forsaken. 
We must never suffer ourselves to think that there is any kind, 
or quality, or amount of sin, though it be high as mountains, and 
dyed deep as crimson blood, which God is not both able and 
willing to forgive. Broad, deep, and full as the sea, his mercy 
can roll over a world of sin, and wash away a world of iniquity. 
His offers of mercy are made to you as really as to any other; 
his promises are just as sure in your case as in any other; and 
if you have been a stranger to true peace and hope before, you may 
come, if you will, and try the efficacy of a Saviour’s blood ap- 
plied to your conscience now. There is no sin which is unpar- 
donable if it be repented of. The sin which excludes one from 
mercy both in this life and that which is to come, is such a re- 
sistance to the Holy Ghost as makes repenting impossible. 

With you the Spirit of God seems to be striving now. That 
very thing which it is his peculiar province to do, he is now 
doing with you. He is convincing you of your sin; he is show- 
ing you your need of a Saviour; he is pointing you to the cross, 
—he is moving you to repentance. And if there be one person 
on earth whose condition more than any other awakens the pity 
and tenderness of the Redeemer of sinners, it seems to me it is 
the professor of religion who has come at length to be convinced 
that he is not a Christian; who dare not go back; who is afraid 
to go forward; who, though called a disciple before, yet having 
denied and forsaken his Master, is now weeping bitterly over 
his sin, and for the first time longs to lay his head at the Saviour’s 
feet, and bathe them with tears which cannot be feigned. 
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THE GOOD WOMAN. 


“Who can find a a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. The heart of 
her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. She will 
do him good and not evil all the days of her life. She seeketh wool, and flax, and 
worketh willingly with her hands. She is like the merchants’ ships; she bringeth her 
food from afar. She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, 
anda portion to her maidens. She considereth a field, and buyeth it; with the fruit of 
her hands she planteth a vineyard. She girdeth her loins with strength, and strength- 
eneth her arms. She perceiveth that her merchandise is good; her candle goeth not 
out by night. She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. She 
stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 
She is not afraid of the snow for her household; for all her household are clothed with 
scarlet. She maketh herself coverings of tapestry: her clothing is silk and purple. 
Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land. e 
maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. ee 
and honor are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come. She openeth her 
mouth with wisdom ; and in her tongue is the law of kindness. She looketh well to 
the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children arise up, 
and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her. Many daughters have 
done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain; 
but a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. Give her of the fruit of her 
hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates.” ——Proverss xxxi. 10-31. 


“The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother 
taught him.” 

It is impossible to say who Lemuel was. Some have conjec- 
tured that this was another name for Solomon. Whoever he 
may have been he was singularly fortunate in his mother; for 
the words which she taught him are worthy of that imperishable 
record they have received from the pen of inspiration. Well 
would it be for the world if every mother was qualified to give, 
and every son disposed to follow similar advice in the selection 
of a wife. 

An inspired description have we here of a good woman. Cir- 
cumstances, customs, habits change; men and manners pass 
away ; but the qualities of a good character are the same in all 
times and places. What was essentially good and praiseworthy 
in an Arabian tent three thousand years ago, is good and praise- 
worthy now, and will be to the end of time. 

Art has toiled these many centuries to paint on canvass and 
embody in marble every conception of the beautiful and grace- 
ful in the female face and form. Poetry has rivalled her sister 
muse in the same endeavor ; the world is full of fancy and ro- 
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mance on this subject ; but here have we a portrait, executed by 
no mortal hand, and though it be not often held up in the chris- 
tian pulpit, we do well to study it, for correct ideas concerning it, 
take a deeper and stronger hold of the very roots of society than 
the superficial may imagine. 

The description before us makes little of personal beauty, but 
everything of that higher beauty which adorns the soul. “ Favor 
is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but she that feareth the Lord 
shall be praised.” Nevertheless the language of Scripture on 
this subject is not cynical. God has made us with a principle of 
taste, and everything which gratifies it confers pleasure. It is 
misanthropy and not religion which scowls at the beautiful. A 
quick eye has the latter to admire all which God has finished in 
his wisdom. 

But in contrast with goodness, which is the beauty of the soul, 
how vain, how worthless is every personal attraction, belonging 
not all to our choice or character, and so placed outside the do- 
main of virtue. The fairest form which God has made, the 
richest bloom which beauty ever spread over the human face, 
one sharp attack of disease may spoil it ; an accident may blight 
it; age surely will cause it to fade; the worm will revel on it, 
and corruption destroy it ; but the beauty of the soul which is 


nurtured by religion is removed beyond the reach of accident or | 


decay, is increased and not lessened by the flight of years, and 
attains its fullest bloom and immortality only when the body has 
returned to ashes. The substance of this whole chapter is epit- 
omized in the New Testament : 

“ Whose adorning let it not be that which is outward—plaiting 
of hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel, but 
let it be the’hidden man of the heart, in that which is not cor- 
ruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit which is 
in the sight of God of great price ;” a beauty which God himself 
admires. 

That which is good essentially is good relatively, and the por- 
traiture which is here given of a good woman is taken from her 
domestic relations; her great and proper sphere of home. The 
greediest ambition which ever coveted honor, power and dis- 
tinction, might be satisfied with that just measure of influence 
which is exerted within this vast domain—for the world will 
always be as are its homes; and the presidency of this domestic 
retreat where characters are formed, is committed by God to the 
virtuous woman. Emulous of no celebrity, covetous of no dis- 
tinction, shrinking even from political publicity, as flowers fold 
themselves from the intense blaze of the sun, the good wife and 
mother contents herself with those household duties by which, in 
fact, generations are moulded, and the destinies of the great world 
are fixed. This is the most obvious feature of the inspired de- 
scription upon which we are nowentering. There is no trathful- 
ness in it at all, if home be not the theatre of the virtuous woman. 
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Two things accordingly are implied in it on her part. That she 


should not despise it, and that she should not shrink from it. 


The desire to be something we are not, and to get something 

we have not, is the great sinning of our nature, and the most 
adroit and perilous temptation to which a woman can ever be 
subject, especially if she be endowed with extraordinary talents, 
is presented in the idea that she was intended for something bet- 
ter and greater than domestic cares; that it is neither justice nor 
dignity to fritter away her life in giving heed to a thousand small 
and nameless avocations which menials might do as well; 
against which falsity the only antidote is a correct view of that 
honored kingdom which Providence has ordained for her, and the 
magnitude of those duties which Scripture has specified and en- 
joined. 
, While she must not undervalue her sphere, neither let her 
shrink from it. Let no gift of fortune, no love of ease, no desire 
of indulgence be an absolution from those duties which are her 
own personal and unalienable responsibility. Let her never be 
tempted to believe that she has no special obligation as to the 
interior concerns of her household; that these may be neglected 
or delegated to others without criminality in herself ; and should 
cares multiply, and weariness and perplexity afflict her, instead 
of fleeing from them, let her faithfully meet them, remembering 
that these furnish as real an occasion for resolution, energy and 
heroism as any probation can display. 

It may be somewhat difficult to apply the prism to the brilliant 
rainbow which the hand of inspiration has here arched, so as to 
separate in a distinct analysis the several virtues which together 
form one perfect character. Yet some of these appear to have 
received a special prominence and coloring for the very reason, 
we believe, that they are apt to be undervalued or overlooked. 
Yet are they of immense importance in their direct and indirect 
consequences. 

The most comprehensive of these is a general prudence 
and discretion. This forms the very woof and warp of the 
character here described. This is a generic quality, displaying 
itself in a great variety of particulars. She manages her do- 
mestic concerns with such consummate care and prudence that 
the heart of her husband doth safely trust in her. Something 
more is here intended than confidence in her affection and vir- 
tue. The entrance of the least suspicion in these respects, is 
enough to poison the transcendent delights of domestic life, and 
the first look or word which gives occasion to jealousy and dis- 
trust converts the paradise of home into the misery of hell. A 
relic truly of the paradise which is lost is the perfect trust which 
a man reposes in her who presides over his home. A help and 
a blessing is it for him to know that whoever else may disap- 
point or deceive him, there is one who is true and faithful in 
whom he may always trust ; however others may misunderstand 
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and judge him, there is one so completely identified with his life, 
that in her he may confide as in his own conscious self. 

But it is with a very common-place exhibition of this general vir- 
tue that our domestic description of a good woman is chiefly occu- 
pied, and the importance of it in a religious point of view will be 
obvious very soon. Regarding her household duties as the proper 
sphere of her fidelity, she conducts them with prudence, econ- 
omy, discretion, consulting the true interest, and advantage, and 
honor of her husband. With no interest separate from his, she 
directs the domestic department of their joint life with such 
wisdom and discretion that he is happily satisfied and content. 
He confides to her hands the means of expenditure, knowing 
that she will show neither meanness nor extravagance. 

There is an expression in this passage before us which is very 
suggestive: “The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, 
so that he shall have no need of spoil.” So much of prudence 
doth she display in her domestic economy, that he is under no 
temptation to do a hard or dishonorable thing. There is lurking 
in many a mind a false notion about economy and extravagance 
which I verily believe has done more to embitter domestic peace, 
and ultimately destroy character, than any other; it is an un- 
natural association between economy and meanness, and be- 
tween extravagance and generosity. Many a man has been 
ruined for time and for eternity by this falsity gliding insensibly 
into his domestic arrangements. Let there be in his home an 
ambition for display, a covetousness for articles of luxury, an 
emulation in the career of fashion, a passion which grows the 
more it is indulged; let there be a purpose to gratify this crav- 
ing without due regard to ability and propriety, and the certain 
result you would expect would be an expenditure exceeding his 
means, an unnatural stimulation in his habits of business ; unwise 
and hazardous speculations; at length projects dishonest and 
fraudulent, followed by suspicion, exposure, bankruptcy, ruin and 
despair. So many cases of this description have there been—so 
many wrecks of fortune, of hope, and of character, the true origin 
of which was in ambition and extravagance at home, that it is 
not to be wondered at that the word of God insists so much on 
this virtue of discretion and prudence in domestic economy. 
While some have been instigated to deeds of folly and of crime 
by that domestic extravagance which is here rebuked, how often 
has the character of a man been saved, and fortunes repaired 
by that discretion which presides over his household. Harrass- 
ed in business, perplexed in his affairs, just ready to abandon 
all to a general ruin, he comes home to her in whom his heart 
safely trusts, and instead of reproach and sullen grief over 
fading hopes, a cheerful discretion is there for his counsellor; a 
prudent economy is prompt in its suggestions ; measures of re- 
lief are joyfully commenced under his own roof, and he recovers 
his heart and his foot-hold by the noble heroism, perhaps, sacri- 
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fices of her who doeth him good and not evil all the days of his life. 
Show me a man beginning life with none of this religious pru- 
dence in his home, but in its stead, neglect, imprudence, and ex- 
travagance, and you see a man with the saddest prospects of dis- 
appointment, dishonesty, irreligion, crime and destruction. 

It is obvious, on the very face of this passage, and every trav- 
eller in the Eastern hemisphere has observed the same, that 
among oriental nations it is common for women to take a more 
direct and immediate part in the management of business than our 
occidental customs allow. She is here represented as buying 
and selling, as concerned in merchandize and in vineyards, and, in 
general, as being more actively engaged in her husband’s affairs, 
than any thing which is known to us. Nothing is so hopeless of 
change as national customs. Whilein the East we might judge the 
error was in one extreme, we are quite disposed to believe that we 
of the West misjudge in the opposite direction. If a virtuous wo- 
man is so discreet in her domestic domain, why may not her discre- 
tion be of immense value in affairs now seldom or never submitted 
toher judgment? We have often thought that it would be more 
for one’s prosperity and permanent good in every regard, if, when 
stimulated by the excitement of trade, venturing in the exhilirations 
of brilliant speculations, into the regions of peril, he would oftener 
avail himself of the calmer judgment of her in whom his heart 
trusteth. There is an instinct which is sometimes safer than the 
reason, and the tranquillity of domestic retirement is more favor- 
able for that quick intuition which is wiser than argument, and 
better than demonstration. Many a man would have been 
saved from deplorable shipwreck, if he had but once consulted 
the discretion of his wife, before entering upon an illusive pro- 
ject, or plunging into a ruinous speculation. 

There is another part of this description which is very import- 
ant, an infusion of which into our national habits would occa- 
sion no evil, but much of good. Running through all this portrait 
there is a glow and gleesomeness such as are imparted to physi- 
cal exercise and activity. The good woman is described as clothed 
with strength, and working willingly with her hands. There 
has, from some cause, sprung up a notion, and it is not necessary 
that we should trace the pedigree of the error—which associates 
work with vulgarity, and feminine delicacy and refinement with 
physical debility and inactivity. It is literally a heathen senti- 
ment, and every motive of religion should be active for its extir- 
pation. Health and happipess are inseparably related; nor is 
there one of the human race exempt from the law of Divine 
Providence, which makes some manner of occupation and exer- 
cise essential to the health alike of body and mind. A heresy is 
it, fatal to the temper, and so to domestic peace; fatal to the 
highest happiness (and there is no part of the world where it 
more abounds than among ourselves), that the very pink and per- 
fection of womanly delicacy is reachéd just when it shades off 
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into incipient consumption: when the forces of the body are 
sublimated away almost into ethereal essences ; and removed just 
as far as possible from the necessities of vulgar exertion. Our 
very language is tainted with this poisonous sentiment. The 
word “homely,” derived etymologically from the best of all words, 
home, and signifying simply what is “ domestic,” has, by insensi- 
ble degrees, glided into the sense of “inelegant,” “coarse,” and 
“rude,” as if homely occupations were to be discarded by such 
as are emulous of elegance and refinement. 

Modes and methods of occupations vary with time and circum- 
stances. But it is to be observed that this description of a good 
woman was given by the mother of a king, and that at a time 
when civilization culminated at the Jewish Court. So that if 
there were any absolved from this Providential law of physical 
activity, we might have expected to find them among those 
wearing soft raiment in the cedar palaces of Oriental Kings. 

We say again, not a word does the Scripture utter against 
that which is becoming and beautiful in taste, for the very per- 
son here described maketh herself coverings of tapestry, and her 
clothing is silk and purple; a toilet which in material and 
arrangement is befitting her rank and station, yet this is the 
very one who, rising up while it is yet night, personally superin- 
tends the inmates and affairs of her household; strengthening 
her arms with cheerful work; and with all allowances as to 
modes of employment which changes of life require us to make, 
it is more than we can believe that inspiration should honor the 
counsel given by the mother of Solomon, “She layeth her hands 
to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff,” and that in these 
modern times there should be such a complete reversal of all 
laws as to justify the application to any class of the words of 
our Saviour, “They toil not, neither do they spin, yet I say unto 
you that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these.” The life of a flower or a bird cannot be a true model 
for an immortal being to imitate; nor can any one who has a 
just conception of what or how much is needful to perfect the 
comfort, adornment and attraction of a christian home, ever 
imagine that there can be any lacking of occupation, or that 
any one, even in the most affluent condition, who looketh well 
to the ways of her household, according to the spirit of this pas- 
sage, will be compelled to eat the bread of idleness, 

While there is a radiance given to this whole portraiture by 
the healthfulness and cheerfulness which proceed from active 
and useful occupation, the true charm of the character is an in- 
ward disposition. “She stretcheth out her hand to the poor, yea, 
she stretcheth out her hands to the needy.” “She openeth her 
mouth with wisdom, and in her tongue is the law of kindness,” 
and the crowning glory of all is, she feareth the Lord. 

She is charitable in feeling, prudent in discourse, kind in 
speech, and all these are the fruits of that religious sentiment 
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which is nurtured in the heart. This is the one thing needful 
and essential. All the prudence, the economy, the diligence 
which are here commended, are not for the gratification of self- 
ishness—they are the offspring of duty, and are sacred oblations 
to God and man. 

The individual who attendeth to the ways of her own house- 
hold after the manner here described, you would expect to be 
charitable to the poor. Extravagance petrifies the heart. Am- 
bition for display—devotion to fashion—leave a small space for 
any thought or care for the destitute. Everything which can be 
acquired is exhausted in personal indulgence; but she who is 
prudent from religious principle, hath not only a heart but an 
ability (for discretion guideth her impulses) to bless the needy. 
The most unnatural of all objects is a woman with every gift 
of fortune and grace of person, with no sympathy for those who 
are in want; nor is it the least of the many mischiefs of domes- 
tic extravagance, that it leads those who indulge in it to prac- 
tice hard things in their dealings with the poor, of which hum. 
bler and more honest economy would be heartily ashamed. 

Out of a heart filled with all sweetness proceeds a speech of 
kindness and wisdom. “In her tongue is the Jaw of kindness.” 
Not an occasional thing is it, now and then, to employ words of 
sauvity—it is a law of her life, from which she knows not how 
todepart. An infringement of this rule would be more than a 
breach of conventional courtesy—even in her view a sin against 
God. A meek and a quiet spirit in the sight of God is her price- 
less ornament. She would not tarnish these celestial regalia by 
a word of peevishness, censorousness or calumny ; and if there 
be any who are disposed after all to undervalue, among the 
many agencies of this great world, the influence of her whose 
life is in domestic retirement, we would humbly ask what agent 
there can be in all the world more powerful than the speech of 
a Christian woman, uniformly kind, uniformly discreet. The 
stern and sturdy nature of man is insensibly modified by it—as 
the face of the earth acknowledges the power of sun and dew. 
He may not define it; he cannot but feel it; he may not even 
think of it; but he is in fact altogether a different being from 
what he would have been without it. What a power is this of 
which a woman may be religiously covetous; by which the 
chafed and fretted spirit may be soothed, anger conquered by a 
smile, petulance unconsciously subdued by a word, and the 
roughness of life smoothed down for a whole household by an 
habitual kindness and cheerfulness. 

More than this is implied in the description before us. The 
law of kindness in the tongue is one which is instructed of the 
Lord, and the speech which most honors it pertains to the pre- 
cepts and practice of piety. 

The good woman easily, wisely, habitually speaks » her 
household in honor of true religion. Think not that all her care 
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and diligence are expended on the food and raiment of her chil- 
dren, for that would be to expose herself to the rebuke which 
our Lord pronounced upon her who was cumbered with much 
serving ; the law of grace which is in her heart and upon her 
tongue will prompt her to those words of religious persuasivn, 
which drop like the rain and distil as the dew; and in nothing 
will she display more of the wisdom and discretion, which are 
her power and success on all other subjects, than in so adapting 
her pious discourse to times, characters and circumstances, as 
to win assent and command respect, without the suspicion of 
art, arrogance or authority. ' 

Set speeches on special occasions, with a great show and 
effort at wisdom, may repel and disgust; but how many have 
been moulded for time and eternity by that law of kindness 
which has been round about them like the air and light, and of 
which they are scarcely conscious until it be removed. Price. 
less above all rubies is that natural kindness of disposition and 
manners which divine grace has sweetened into a law of reli- 
gious persuasion. How unnatural and perilous is that perver. 
sion which would employ the gift of speech in the sacred enclo- 
sures of domestic confidence exclusively on matters of form and 
attire, modes and accomplishments, to a neglect of those high 
and heavenly themes which affect the conscience, mature the 
principles, purify the affections, shape the character, and arbi- 
trate eternal destinies. 

If any one is disposed to ask for the profit and reward of this 
domestic fidelity, the answer is before us. Not to speak of the 
dignified satisfaction which must ever attend the effort to fill the 
station which Providence has appointed, there is another reward 
which outshines all the fame and wealth the world can ever 
bestow. She is surrounded by those who are the proofs and 
witnesses of her excellence. “Her husband is known in the 
gates when he sitteth among the elders of the land.” “Her 
children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he 
praiseth her.” “Give her of the fruits of her hand, and let her 
own works praise her in the gates.” Complain that woman is 
doomed to retirement and obscurity—that she is denied a part 
in the public applause of the world! What applause can good- 
ness ever wish or value, save that which follows virtue unsought, 
as shadows follow the light. 

If you would rectify the heresy, look at the honors large and 
imperishable which garland the head of domestic fidelity. Her 
works applaud her in the happiness, the success and the char- 
acter of her household. Her praise is not in words of renown, 
not in the honor of official promotion, but in the lives of those 
who were fashioned by her influence. Her husband is known 
in the gates, not merely by the decencies and proprieties of his 
dress, revealing domestic care and taste, but by a thousand in- 
describable felicities of manner and conversation, cheerfulness 
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and content, wisdom and discretion, which are the visible results 
of that invisible power, which has been to his character like the 
dews of heaven on the roots and branches of a tree. 

If it were a topic admitting of public statement and discus- 
sion, it would be a curious subject for analysis; how much of 
the reputation and success of men whom the world delights to 
honor, are the direct product of that domestic companionship 
which has vitalized character, supplied its defects, rectified 
its faults, and gently and gradually pruned its excrescences. 
The world ascribes this success to accident or fortune ; but they 
themselves know full well how different it would have been 
with them, what different men they would have been but for that 
discretion and kindness, which were the atmosphere of their homes. 
The perfume of costly ointment may be hid so that it shall not 
betray itself; but the influence of a virtuous woman will ine- 
vitably diffuse itself through the whole life and character of her 
husband, whether it be humble or honored. 

Behold how her honors and rewards multiply as her children 
grow up into success, reputation and goodness. . The fidelities 
of her whole nature have been expended upon their nurture, and 
her reward has come when she sees them around her, as men 
and women, practicing all the virtues, and inheriting all the 
excellencies which were the themes of her conversation and her 
example. Wonder not that the Roman matron, when the ladies 
of the court were displaying their jewels, pointed to her sons 
and said, “ These are my jewels,” for inspiration has mentioned 
it among the rewards of a virtuous woman, that her children 
rise up and call her blessed; no other decoration does she need 
—no amount of gold or jewels could add to her honors.- Her 
highest praise is the good character of her obedient, grateful and 
affectionate children. Give her of the fruit of her hands, and 
let her own works praise her in the gates. The good conduct 
of a household is the highest panegyric on her who has made 
it what it is. This is an honor to which there is no fading. Age 
and infirmities, so far from impairing and blighting, but add to 
it a new lustre. When personal beauty has faded inte the sear 
and yellow leaf of life’s autumn, the glory of the virtuous 
woman is approaching its climax. The unbought honors of 
filial gratitude and respect thicken around her declining days, 
and when she is dead she is not forgotten. Memory surrounds 
her name with a halo of virtues, and every success and honor of 
her children and children’s children is her enduring monument. 
Every tear which the widow and the fatherless drop over her 
grave, as widows wept in the funeral chamber of Dorcasat the loss 
of a benefactress, is a better eulogium than oratory and of richer 
value than pearls and diamonds. Nor is it to be doubted, asI have 
dwelt on this theme, that many among my hearers have found their 
thoughts recalling the venerable form of their own mother, 
whether to their joy she be still lingering on earth amid the 
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honors and beauties of a Christian old age, or whether to their 
grief she was long ago buried out of their sight; meditating 
upon those many virtues which made her to their infancy a sort 
of divinity ; remembering the strong and sound sense which 
disciplined manners, mind and heart, the discretion which inter. 
preted character and consulted disposition; the love which 
calmed and blessed ; the confidence which no fault nor mistake 
could disturb ; the piety which prayed, counselled and instructed, 
till each finds himself disposed to pour out his heart in gratitude 
before God for his descent from one so excellent ; so that when 
he prays for himself he may plead the virtues of his parentage, 
adopting the very language which inspiration has prepared for 
his use—“ O Lord, I am thy servant and the son of thy handmaid.” 
How many have been disposed to adopt the beautiful sentiment 
of Cowper— 


“My boast is not that I deduce my birth 
From loins enthroned, or rulers of the earth, 
But higher far my proud pretensions rise, 
The son of parents passed into the skies.” 





: “HINDER ME NOT;” A SHORT SERMON. 


‘“ Hinder me not.”—Gen. xxiv. 56. 


So said Abraham’s servant to the family of Laban, as they 
were trying to persuade him to tarry longer with them; and so 
should you say to every one and to every thing which would 
hinder you from yielding your heart to Christ. You may meet 
with many hindrances, but they all must be overcome by faith 
in Christ, with firmness and resolution. What are some of these 
HINDRANCES ? 

The opposition of a wicked heart hinders. “ The heart of the 
sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.” Their sinful affee- 
tions carry them away in a course of disobedience, and if they 
go not after iniquity in one form, they will in another. This, 
sinner, is your condition. You will not come to Christ. Your 
wicked heart keeps you away from him. You strengthen your- 
self against conviction ; and for this, if you do not repent and 
believe the gospel, God will judge and condemn you. 

The ‘persuasions of impenitent friends hinder. They desire 
companions as unmoved and unconcerned as themselves. Does 
one of them by any means become serious, they ply him with 
every motive which can drive out the thoughts of God and a 
concern for his salvation. They soothe him with the deadly 
thought that he is in no danger, or the specious plea that there is 
time enough yet, that there is now no need of damping the joys 
of life by the gloomy subject of religion. Oh, how many are 
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aded in this manner to turn from the path of uprightness, 
and to walk in the ways of darkness until their steps take hold 
on hell. 

Ambition and love of earthly greatness hinder multitudes from 
submission to the Saviour. They cannot be content to be lightly 
esteemed and neglected for the sake of Christ. They will not 
forego the distinctions of earth for the approbation of God and 
the crown of glory which fadeth not away. They barter their 
souls for the miserable enjoyments of sinful pride, and in the 
end will lose both. “ Whosoever will be the friend of the world 
is the enemy of God.” 

The cavils of unbelievers hold many in doubt and suspense all 
their lives. They hear so many objections against the truth of 
the gospel, that they do not decide in its favor ; and yet such are 
the convictions of reason and conscience, that they dare not 
decide against it. The caviller is ever busy in pointing out some 
imaginary flaw in the evidences of Christianity, some fancied 
absurdity in its truths, or inconsistency in the lives of its pro- 
fessors. His own dark deluded mind raises fancied difficulties 
where there are none in reality, and seeing everything through 
a mist, he imagines inconsistency, where all is light and harmony 
and glory in the view of those who love God. Like the serpent, 
the caviller strikes ere he is perceived in his true character, and 
the deadly poison is spreading through the unsuspecting soul, 
and sinking his victim in eternal ruin, before he is aware of his 
danger. Thousands are thus prevented from escaping for their 
life, and embracing the offers of mercy. 

Others are hindered by the ridicule of the openly vicious. Ridi- 
cule is a weapon often hurled at the young and unguarded. Oh, 
what numbers are now lifting up their eyes in torment and 
wailing in hopeless despair, who, under the guidance of an evil 
heart, were brought to that world of woe by a banter or profane 
jest which they had not the moral courage to withstand, nor the 
wisdom to despise, Remember that ridicule is not argument ; 
it proves nothing; it stabs in the dark. Shun him who would 
turn the realities of eternity into a jest, as you value your soul. 

Others are hindered from trusting in Christ by the cares and 
pleasures of the world. Probably more souls are lost by yielding 
to the pressure of business, and the calls of vain pleasure and 
fashionable amusement, than by all other causes. Men of busi- 
ness, take heed lest, under the plea of being diligent in business, 
the soul be wholly given to this world and the “ mammon of un- 
righteousness,” and thus God be shut out, and the soul be lost. 
And ye follower of sinful pleasures, hear the declarations of 
God’s word respecting such as you: “ Lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God.” “Deceived, serving divers lusts and plea- 
sures.” “She that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.” 
2 Tim. iii. : 4; Titus iii.: ; 1 Tim. v. : 6. 
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How then are we to overcome these and all other hindrances 
to embracing Christ, and securing our salvation? Say to them 
unhesitatingly, “ Hinder me not.” 

God commands your immediate repentance and submission to 
Christ. He says to you as to Lot, “ Escape for thy life.” “Re- 
pent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions ; so ini- 
quity shall not be your ruin.” “God now commandeth all men 
everywhere to repent.” “Submit yourselves therefore to God.” 
In this urgent and forcible manner the Lord of heaven and earth 
commands you to turn to him. He who has made you, and 
given his Son to die for you, who claims your obedience by the 
most tender and overpowering obligations, bids you forsake your 
sins and embrace the Saviour. 

Think of the numerous mercies and favors which God has be- 
stowed upon you. How constantly has he preserved your lives 
from destruction. With what powers of mind has he endowed 
you, with which to love and serve him. What rich means of 
grace has he canferred upon you. How has he opened the way 
for you to come to him for salvation through the blood of his 
Son. And how has he followed you with the pleadings of his 
Spirit and of his word, saying to every sinner, as he said by the 
prophet to Israel, “Repent, and turn yourselves from all your 
transgressions ; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. Cast away 
from you all your transgressions, whereby you have transgressed; 
and make you a new heart and a new spirit; for why will ye 
die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of 
him that dieth, saith the Lord God: wherefore turn yourselves, 
and live ye.” Ezek. xviii.: 30-32. Resolve in the strength of 
the Lord, 


“Through duty and through trials too, 
Tl go at his command ; 
Hinder me not, for I am bound 
To Immanuel’s blessed land.” 


Consider the alarming providences of God. A once blooming 
young woman, of high hopes, who had often joined in worldly 
scenes of dissipation, but who at last felt the chilling hand of 
death upon her, said, “Oh, what shall Ido? Iam not prepared 
to die. I,have been such a sinner there is no mercy for me. 
Could I live to get well, 1 would make it my first business to 


obtain religion, to secure an interest in Christ; but I cannot, 


attend to it now.” These were her last words. In a few mi- 
nutes she expired. Hasten your return to God, if you would not 
be arrested in a similar manner, and die without hope. 

You have agreat work to do. In matters of earthly business, 
men exert themselves according to the greatness of the work 
they have in hand. Thus, the long distance of Abraham's ser- 
vant from home made him the more anxious to return imme- 
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diately. You have a great work in hand; you are far from 
' God, and far from that home which is eternal in the heavens. 
Turn, then, lest it be for ever too late. Seek the Lord Jesus 
Christ, believe in him, and begin a new life of loving obedience. 
If you grieve the Holy Spirit, and he leave you to your native 
blindness and obstinacy, you will never see the face of God as 
the God of grace. Fear will soon come upon you as desolation, 
and destruction as a whirlwind. 

Let the difficulties of the way excite you to break through all 
hindrances at once. Dangers lurk in your path. The snares 
of the adversary are spread beneath your feet ; the world with- 
out, and evil propensities within, like so many enemies, lie in 
wait to destroy your soul. These difficulties are already for- 
midable, and by delay will soon become insurmountable. Has- 
ten to the Lamb of God, without delay, or you will never enter 
the mansions of the blessed. 

You are intrusted with immortal interests, with the care of the 
undying spirit. If saved, who can number its joys while the vast 
periods of eternity are passing on? If lost, who can count the 
billows of wrath which shall roll over it in that lake which burns 
with unquenchable fire? Will you not instantly throw yourself 
on the mercy of God in Jesus Christ, receiving and believing the 
promise of God in him? You defer at your peril. You put to 
hazard your soul and your eternal interests, of more value than 
worlds and the universe. May the Holy Spirit lead you to come 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, whose blood cleanseth from all sin. 
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DOES GOD DWELL IN YOUR HOUSE? 


Do you READ HIS HOLY WORD MORNING AND EVENING, AND PRAY 
wit your FAMiLy! God has made you the head of your house 
for the purpose of training up your family in his ways and for 
his service. Of Abraham he said, “I know him that he will 
command his children and his household after him, that they shall 
keep the way of the Lord.” Gen, xviii. 19. Joshua said, “As for 
me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Josh. xxiv. 15. God 
constituted the family relation, “that he might have a godly 
seed.” Mal. ii. 15. The everlasting happiness of your family 
depends on their being servants of God. You must be destitute 
of the best of feelings, if you do not desire the welfare for time 
and eternity of your wife, children, and servants. God says, 
“These words which I command thee this day, shall be in thy 
heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, 
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thy house, and when 
thou walkest by:the way, and when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up.” Deut. vi. 4-9; and by Jeremiah, “ Pour out thy 
fury upon the families that call not on thy name.” Jer. x. 25. 
Philip Henry used to say, “If the worship of God be not in the 
house, write, ‘Lord have mercy on us,’ upon the door, for there 
is a plague, a curse in it.” His son Matthew said, “ A family 
without prayer is a house without a roof, open to every storm, 
and exposed to the wrath and curse of God.” 

Do your CHILDREN AND SERVANTS REGULARLY ATTEND UPON FAMILY 
worsuiP!? It is of the greatest importance to form a regular 
habit for them. Todo so, you must be very particular in re- 
quiring their attendance. Neglecting this duty to your servants, 
by their influence and example they may undermine the prin- 
ciples you would cultivate in your children, and defeat all your 
exertions. Few persons properly estimate the influence of ser- 
vants upon the children of a family: it will be felt by them until 
they die. 

Do you MAKE CONSCIENCE OF SECRET PRAYER? It is a good plan, 
not only to pray for yourself, but for each member of your family 
by name, for whatever you think they need. Pray for the church 
you attend, its minister and members, and always that the Spirit 
of God may accompany the word preached with power to the 
hearts of sinners. Your love for, and practice of secret prayer, 
is one of the best tests of the honesty and sincerity of your reli- 
gion. God does not forget secret prayer. Matt. vi.6. You can- 
not wish ill to any man, if you sincerely pray, “ Forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.” Ministers of the gospel need 
your prayers. They want praying people. By prayer we bring 
God to our help. No money, however liberally given, can buy 
the gift of the Holy Ghost; but prayer enters heaven and draws 
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down the gracious influences of that blessed Spirit. A poor 
praying member of a church is a greater blessing to it than the 
influence of many rich ones. Urge your children and servants 
to pray in secret for the influence of the Holy Spirit to renew 
and sanctify their hearts. Endeavor to teach them the true 
nature of prayer, that it is not any form of words, but the offer- 
ing up of the desires of the heart to God, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for things which are agreeable to his will. Give each of 
them a Bible for their own use, and urge them to read a portion 
of it everyday. Teach them about God—his true character, and 
their duties to him. Do not let any child or servant go out of 
your family without a Bible. 

How po you AND YOUR FAMILY SPEND THE Lorp’s pay? It is the 
Lord’s time. It is the hem of the week. Don’t waste it. It is 
more precious than other days. Do you rise as early on it as 
on other days? Do you use diligence in improving its sacred 
hours? Let no unnecessary work be done. Leave none of your 
Saturday’s work that may delay you in entering upon the sacred 
duties of this holy day. You cannot rob God of his day without 
loss. 

Get all your family ready, and take them to the house of God 
in good season. Require all to go that are able. Don’t let 
trivial excuses keep any away, and while there keep them under 
your own charge. Some secure themselves a seat in the house 
of God, but care not where their children or servants are, A 
parent or master’s duty is as binding in the church as at home. 

TEACH YOUR CRILDREN TO REVERENCE AND LOvE Gon’s House? It 
is the place where he has promised to meet and bless his people. 
We should love to be where God has said he will be, and should 
be anxious to appear before him. “ Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
Matt. xviii. 20. The Psalmist said, “ Lord, I have loved the habi- 
tation of thy house, and the place where thine honor dwelleth.” 
“One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple.” 
“ My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord.” 
“Blessed are they that dwell in thy house.” “A day in thy 
courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a door-keeper 
in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wicked. 
ness.” Psa. xxvi. 8; xxvii. 4; xxxiv. 2, 4, 10. 

Is rue service or Curist your peticat? Do you desire for 
yourself and children an interest in him, more than all earthly 
good? You labor to provide food and clothing for yourself and 
them : do you use as much diligence in seeking the Saviour and 
striving to lead them to him? All labor for your bodies will 
soon be over: what have you done, and what are you doing for 
your souls? O, what thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might. 
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Should you neglect to provide food for your family until they 
died from starvation, you would rightly be judged guilty of their 
death.. How much more guilty, and how much more terrible 
will be the judgment due to you, who, as a parent or master, 
have made no provision for the eternal welfare of the souls of 
your children and servants! In that great and dreadful day, 
when they shall stand before God, and charge their ruin upon 
you, what answer will you be able to give? Will you be able 
to call God to witness how you longed for their salvation; how 
diligently, and carefully, and regularly you trained them in the 
knowledge of the way to heaven? Will you be able to point to 
the days and nights when you plead with him for a blessing upon 
them? Will they bear witness for you, remembering the family 
altar, the prayers, and the example which you set before them? 
Will they say, “ We were taught the knowledge of God, to 
reverence and keep holy the Sabbath-day; were prayed with, 
and prayed for, and entreated to seek and serve the Lord, and 
prepare for heaven?” Or will they, in that day, stand before 
God your judge, to upbraid you for your unfaithfulness and neg- 
lect of their souls? 

If their souls are cast into hell, under the wrath and curse of 
God, how aggravated will be your anguish, to hear one and an- 
other charging you, their parents and masters, before an as- 
sembled universe, as being instrumental in their damnation! 
“Oh, if it had not been for you, this would not have been our 
place. You never prayed with us, nor for us. You never taught 
us to read God’s word, or to keep his holy Sabbath. You never 
led us to the house of God, nor taught us that we must worship 
him. You did not pray with us nor for us, either in your family 
or in your closet. You never told us that we should prefer 
eternal things to the perishing things of time.” Some may then 
say, “ We saw you read the Bible at times, and go to the house 
of God, but you never urged it upon us. One single word from 
you as parents and masters, might have kept us out of the evil 
company into which we were led, and one word from you might 
have directed us to the Bible, and the Sabbath, and the house of 
God; but you never spoke to us one word about God and our 
souls, Now all these opportunities are over; now it is for ever 
too late. We are ruined, without hope. We chose our own 
wicked ways and our wicked companions and you never re- 
strained us. Now, warnings can do us no good. We are lost; 
LOST FOR EVER, Without remedy. But our blood is upon you.— 
A visit to your Family. 








